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Priority 
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Certain documents cited 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With reaard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
S -to ! the Kimedlnvention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



appropriate, were furnished. 
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Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Yes: 


Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Re Item V . ... 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 ) The present compounds differ from the closest prior art represented by 

D1 • WO 99/01 1 30 A (SMITHKLINE BEECHAM CORPORATION; ADAMS, 
JERRY L- HALL, RALPH, F) 14 January 1999 (1999-01-14) 

D2- WO 01/72737 A (SMITHKLINE BEECHAM CORPORATION; HARLING, 
JOHN, DAVID; GASTER, LARAMIE,) 4 October 2001 (2001-10-04) 

in the imidazo-[4,5b]pyridine residue which can be only pyridine or pyrimidine in 
D1 and D2, examples. 

Accordingly the present subject-matter is novel pursuant to Article 33(2) PCT. 

2) As could be proved by the applicant (cf. page 61 , 63, 65 and 67), the Present 
compounds exhibit an inhibition of the p38 kinase as well as for example a TNF-a 
suppression, effects which were not predictable by a skilled person looking for 
alternative p38 kinase inhibitors, since the structural differences are too b.g. 

Therefore, the present subject-matter also involves an inventive step with regard 
to Article 33(3) PCT. 
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